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KALGOORLIE–BOULDER EARTHQUAKE — HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE BUILDING DAMAGE 

Statement by Minister for Heritage 
MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Heritage) [2.07 pm]: I have pleasure in outlining the 
government’s response to the damage to buildings of heritage significance during the Goldfields earthquake on 
20 April 2010. Forty-eight buildings in Kalgoorlie–Boulder are recognised as being of significance to the state 
through listing on the state Register of Heritage Places. The Burt Street precinct in Boulder, comprising around 
60 buildings built between 1897 and 1903, suffered some of the worst damage. The Office of Heritage responded 
immediately and sent the regional heritage adviser to Kalgoorlie–Boulder the following day to provide advice to 
owners, the City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder and the city’s local recovery coordination committee. The city 
recognised that specialist heritage engineering expertise was needed to supplement the structural engineers that 
the city had brought in. The office of heritage funded a structural engineer with heritage expertise to fly to 
Kalgoorlie for five days to assist owners and the city in assessing damage and advising on urgent works. Forty-
one properties were assessed. Extensive, although superficial, damage is evident in many buildings. At this stage 
I am advised that no building appears to need to be demolished. The Premier announced on 28 April that the 
state government will provide $5 million to assist with the cost of restoring heritage-listed buildings in and 
around the historic Burt Street, Boulder precinct. This will be provided in the form of grants, with the assistance 
helping to bridge the gap between the cost of conservation works that retain the heritage values and the insurance 
payout. Owners without insurance or with inadequate insurance will be partly funded. The Goldfields earthquake 
restoration fund will also be used to provide professional services in the form of heritage expertise to assist in the 
assessment of works. Owners will be required to properly insure and maintain heritage buildings that have 
received government funding assistance. The Heritage Council will be working closely with the City of 
Kalgoorlie–Boulder and its local recovery coordination committee, the Goldfields–Esperance Development 
Commission and the Insurance Council of Australia Ltd, as well as the owners, to ensure that the heritage assets 
of the Goldfields are repaired and conserved. 

As a government, and personally as the Minister for Heritage, we are keen to see the restoration of this historic 
area. Our heritage is our history and our future. 
 


